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WECOME

A warm welcome is extended to parents and students attending Spencer Park Primary School.

Our staff work hard to ensure that our school is a positive environment for all. We sincerely hope that you and
your child/children will enjoy your years of involvement with our school.

This Information Booklet is designed to help you familiarise yourself with aspects of our school's organisation and
procedures, however, if at any time you require any further information, don’t hesitate to contact me or a
member of our staff.

We encourage you to be actively involved in our school. There are many avenues for being able to achieve this, by
being a member of our School Board, P&C Association or Aboriginal Parent Group or by helping out in classrooms.
Your involvement will be greatly appreciated.

Thank you for being a part of our school community and once again, we hope you enjoy your time with our
school.

Jeremy Hadlow
PRINCIPAL
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CONTACTS

1 Spencer Park Primary School
26 Hardie Road, Spencer Park
Albany WA 6330

Tel 08 68213000
Attendance SMS 0437 619 154

spencerparkps.wa.edu.au
facebook.com/SpencerParkPS
* spencerpark.ps@education.wa.edu.au

1 Coolangarras Barmah Kindergarten
Mokare Road, Spencer Park
Albany WA 6330

Tel 08 9841 6511

1 Spencer Park Education Support Centre
Tel 08 68213050
Hardie Road, Spencer Park
Albany WA 6330

spencerparkesc.wa.edu.au
facebook.com/SpencerparkEducationSupportCentre/
* spencerpark.esc@education.wa.edu.au

1 Dental Therapy Clinic
08 98413967

ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL

1 Spencer Park Primary School

Principal Mr Jeremy Hadlow
Deputy Principal Mrs Dianne Ruffell
Deputy Principal Mr Carl Luscombe
Registrar Mrs Julie Fordham
School Officer Mrs Robyn Clements
School Officer Mrs Dee Franey

1 Spencer Park Education Support Centre

Principal Mrs Rebecca Wheatley
Registrar Mrs Sharon Hall
School Officer Mrs Janelle Spinks
School Officer Ms Tully Nugent
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SCHOOL MOTTO

“Semper Tenta” was the family motto of Sir Richard Spencer, an original settler of Albany. It means:
“Always Strive”.

A most appropriate motto for our school.

SCHOOL SONG

Verse 1

The east is our horizon

Through trees we see the ocean blue
Our school, a warm and welcome place
Traditions values, old and new

We gather here together

To share and grow and learn

A place where friends and family

with memories return.

Chorus

Here is our school where we stand tall and walk proud
Do our best every day in our work and our play

We'll rise to the challenge, we'll take on any quest
Spencer Park is our school, it's the best in the west.

Verse 2

All cultures here are welcome
Friendly faces everywhere

Ngala Mia is our heart, our place
Where friends can meet and share
In our winning or our losing

We hold our heads up high

We are the youth, the future’s hope
In us the future lies.

Chorus

Here is our school where we stand tall and walk proud
Do our best every day in our work and our play

We'll rise to the challenge, we'll take on any quest
Spencer Park is our school, it's the best in the west.

We'll rise to the challenge, we'll take on any quest
Spencer Park is our school, it's the best in the west.
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PURPOSE AND ETHOS

INTRODUCTION

Spencer Park Primary School first opened in 1959 as a small school. Throughout the ensuing years it has
maintained an enrolment beyond 320. The school site is shared by the Education Support Centre and a Dental
Therapy Clinic. It is our desire to work collaboratively and harmoniously together as we are able to support each
other in many ways.

From 2013 Spencer Park became an Independent Public School. This prestigious stature granted by the WA
Government allows the school a range of flexibilities including selection of staff. The status does place the school
advantageously when it comes to the program offered for our students.

The school caters for children from Kindergarten to Year 6.
We also administer an off-site Aboriginal kindergarten on Mokare Road.

Spencer Park students are provided with every opportunity to develop life skills which will enable them to cope
with the changing world. It is our belief that personal, cognitive and social development can be achieved through
high standards of discipline, courtesy, good manners and behaviour, and pride in achievement.

SCHOOL VISION

Spencer Park Primary School is a dynamic learning Community where all members work together to assist
students achieve success and become responsible citizens. We strive to provide a safe school environment that is
respectful, positive, inclusive and welcoming.

SCHOOL VALUES

Spencer Park Primary School has adapted a number of values that we would like our students to display towards
themselves, others and the environment. They are:

Respect

Care & Compassion

Doing Your Best

Honesty & Trustworthiness

Caring for Our World

Responsibility

Tolerance and Inclusion

=a =4 =4 -8 A A

Each week the school will focus on one of these values and discuss what it looks like in our school. A certificate
will be presented to a student displaying this value.

CODE OF BEHAVIOUR

1 Respect others, their rights and property.

1 Besafe.

1 Let others learn.

1 Treat others as you would like to be treated

OUR BELIEFS ABOUT OPTIMAL LEARNING

Staff, students and parents working together to create a safe and friendly school. We believe that optimal
learning occurs when:

1 Staff develop a comprehensive knowledge of each student’s background and needs resulting in a high level of
individual success.

1 The school environment is positive, motivating and safe, enabling all to comfortably take risks.

1 Positive relationships are formed between students, home and school.

1 Staff, students and parents have a clear understanding of what is expected with regard to behaviour and
learning.

1 An effective combination of explicit teaching and inquiry based learning is provided.

1 Teachers provide integrated learning experiences that are developmentally based, well planned and
organised.

1 Students are on task and engaged in relevant learning

Students are given opportunities to work collaboratively and learn from one another.

1 Students are acknowledged, encouraged and rewarded for their endeavour.

=
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1 Students are provided with opportunities to be creative and make decisions about their learning that allows for
self evaluation.

1 Assessment is comprehensive, valid, fair and educative.

The teaching and learning program is supported by the best possible physical and human resources.

1 Students interact with the wider community.

=

KINDERGARTEN & PRE-PRIMARY

Spencer Park has provision for two pre-primary (five year old) centres, each one catering for 25 students and two
kindergarten classes (four year old) catering for 18 students. Staff consists of one teacher and one education
assistant for each centre. These year levels are accommodated in a recently finished purpose built facility on the
northern side of the campus.

Spencer Park welcomes children with disabilities into their program and when necessary an extra assistant is
employed to help with the integration of special needs children.

The kindergarten program begins at 8.50am. Each afternoon finishes at 3.00pm. You are asked to deliver and
collect your child as closely as possible to these times.

The pre-primary program begins at 8.45am. Each afternoon finishes at 3.00pm. You are asked to deliver and
collect your child as closely as possible to these times.

The early childhood policy on “Duty of Care” states that a responsible adult must deliver children to the
kindergarten and pre-primary centres in the morning and collect them from the door in the afternoon. If a person
other than the known parent or guardian is to collect a child, a special authorisation form is required to be
completed.

Staff request that where possible pre-primary students do not use the bus in Term One. When a child does begin
to use the bus, arrangements need to be made to ensure the child is able to make their way safely between the
bus and the pre-primary.

Parents are always welcome at both kindergarten and pre-primary and teachers have a roster available for
helpers.

If you wish to discuss your child's progress or any concerns you may have please do not hesitate to make an
appointment to see your child’s teacher.

Please refer to the remainder of this handbook for more information concerning these year levels and the school.
More specific information will be provided by centre teachers.

Spencer Park Primary School offers a pre-kindy program for 1 and 'z hours per week. Early intervention is an
excellent strategy in addressing learning needs. With the average age of students at primary school now being 6
months older, it makes educational sense to provide some educational access to our future kindy students and
establish relationships and partnerships with parents. Information about this program is available at the school
office.

SPENCER PARK EDUCATION SUPPORT CENTRE

Spencer Park Education Support Centre is an Independent Public School co-located on the Spencer Park Primary
Campus. We cater for students from Kindergarten to Year 6 with an Intellectual Disability (ID), Autism (ASD) or
Severe Mental Health. We work collaboratively with the Albany primary schools to support students in an
educationally and socially inclusive environment.

In 2019 we have four classes operating in the school as well as an Early Intensive Intervention Program (EIIP)
classroom for Kindergarten and Pre-Primary. Other classrooms include Lower School: Kindergarten to Year 2,
Middle School: Year 3 and Year 4, and Upper School: Years 5 to 6 (ASDAN). All students are provided with a
personal learning plan (PLP) which is developed with parents, therapy providers, and other agencies. Learning is
provided at the student’s level of need according to academics, physical and social engagement. Learning and
teaching is fully differentiated to ensure that students are able to achieve with the right amount of challenge to
prompt continued growth and development of skills and knowledge.
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One area of specialisation that we facilitate here at Spencer Park Education Support is an Early Intensive

Intervention Program (EIP) for children with Autism. This program supports students in their Kindergarten and
Pre-P*

Pre-

Spencer Park Primary School PARENT HANDBOOK Page 11



